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Community helps in 
hit-and-run 
The Eaf?le Lake com 

munity once again opened 
its fJocketbook during Phe 
past week to help out when 
$ Mexicut youth died after 
he was struck by an 
unknown vehicle 
Wednesday evening on 
Calhoun Road. 

Rogelio Avila Soto, 26, 
.was pronounced dead at 
9:05 a.m. Thursday mor 
ning at Hermann Hospital 
in Houston. The body then 
was taken to the Guillen 
Funeral Home there. 

Texas Department of 

Public Safety trooper Sam 
Trammel is investigating 
the accident with sheriffs 
office and city police here. 
He said Soto was walking 
about three feet behind 

. another Mexican man, Juan 
Rodriguez, heading south 
on Calhoun Road, about 
three-tenths of a, mile from 
U. S. 90 A. 

Rodriguez was knocked 
to the ground by Soto and 
later told Trammel he did 
not get a look at*the vehicle, 
but said it had wide tires 
and a real loud muffler. 

We've questioned people 
and have a pretty good 
lead, Trammel , said 
Tuesday, but no arrests 
have been made. 

Immediately after the 
accident was reported, 
police units sealed Calhoun 
Road for about three hours, 
but were unable tb find a 
vehicle. 

The community became 
involved when relatives 
learned it would cost about 
$1,000 to transport the 
unemployed victim back to 
his hometown of (x)hiula, 
Mexico. Susie Rodriguez 

and Mrs. Guadalu|M' Cano 
knocked on <i<K)rs ;i'>kiiig for 
donations, collecting more 
than $600 cash. Jhe 
remainder wai; donated' 
through the i<K-al Salvation' 
Army unit by the 
Wegenhoft Renevi'dence 
Fund handled throu^ thf> 
First Baptist Chiirrh, the 
Knights of tlolunihus, and 
by the local relief fund. 

"We would certainly ap 
preciate any information 
the public might hav." 
Trammel said Tuesday, t o ' 
help find the vehicle. 

Harold Hohit, left, removes the tarp from one of 
the trucks he drives for Roy Stallman, in 
praparation for dumping the rice at the Eagle 

Lake Rice Dryer Tuesday morning. This load 
tested out at 18.9 percent moisture. 

Rice harvest getting into 
full swing; moisture OK p | 

. What started last week 
as a trickle became a steady 
flow'this week as area far 
mers have , begun 
widespread cutting for this 
season's rice crop. * • 

That flow is expected to 
become a flood next week 
as the later-than usual har­
vest needs to be taken out 
of the fields to give the 
second-crop rice a chance to 
produce. By Monday 
evening. Eagle I.,ake Rice 
Dryer reported about 
39,800 hundredweights had 
been delivered from the 
fields. 

Although not every dryer 
was contacted, moisture 
levels are pretty "typical" 
for this point in the harvest, 
and as a whole are not 

unusually high. While early 
rice may normally average 
between 18 and 21 percent, 
this year's ranRes seem to 
be in the neighborhood of 20 
to 21 percent. 

Two dryer managers 
agreed that some still is 
coming in at 22 percent, but 
that rice cut this early in 
the harvest starts off a little 
greener. 

Rain and winds in the 
Bonus area laid 'some rice 
down in the fi«ld both 
Sunday and again Monday 
when another half-inch of 
rain fell, but if the skies 
remain clear, that probably 
will cause more difficulty in 
combining, than it will a 
loss. 

Ducks were reported in 

that area, feeding off the 
crop, but Jim Wiese said he 
hired an aircraft to fly the 
field in an attempt to make 
the birds move on. 

Nationally, a report from 
the Rice Council for Market 
Development, said planted 
acreage is about 30 percent 
less than last year, but in 
Eagle Lake, one dryer ex 
pects volume from Colorado 
County's crop to be down 
between 35 and 40 percent, 
because of the Payment In 
Kind program. Actual 
volume is yet to be proven, 
however, and with several 
area farmers, yield seems 
to have increased 
somewhat. 

Total United States rice 
production for 1982 was 

154.2 million CWT. har 
vested from 3.25 million 
acres in the states of Texas, 
Arkansas, ' California, 
Louisana -and Mississippi 
and Missouri. That was a 
national average yield of 
4,742 pounds per acre. 
These figures represent 
acreage reductions in 
reduced yields from the 
1981 harvest of about 15 
percent. 

Arkansas produced about 
2.5 times more rice than 
Texas, but their average 
yield was about 4,225 poun­
ds per acre while in Texas it 
was about 4,686.1/ong grain 
rice accounted for about 62 
percent of the crop, while 
medium grain was about 32 
percent-

Summer fun aimosf over 

Monday, Matthew Gunn, 9, and Richard Breimon, 
11, playfully ride their bicycles on Center St., near 
Prairie, but the fun will soon be over as the start 
of school nears. Matthew will be in the 4th grade 

this year, and Richard in the 6th. School starts for 
teachers next week, but students don't rrpurt 
until August 22. For complete back to school new. , 
watch for your Headlight issues of .^ugu^t 11 and 
18. 

Public urged to attend hearing on federal aid program here 
A public hearing will be 

held this evening (August 
4) at 7:30 p.m. in the city 
council chambers to explain 

the Community 
Development Block Grant 
program for 1983 and to 
discuss possible projects. 

St. Mary's registration Monday 
Registration for students 

planning on attending St. 
Mary's school in Nada will 
be held Monday in two 
sessions, according to prin 
cipal Jesse Morales. Both 
sessions will be in the 
parish hall. 

TTe first session will be 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., then 
tha_other will be frrtm 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Morales said 
the evening hours were ad-
ded because of the harvest 

so a student attending St. 
Mary's, then transferring to 
a public school, receives 
class credit. 

In 1981, Congress amen­
ded the Housing and 
Community Development 
Act of 1974, providing for 
administration of the non 
enticement portion of the 
Community Development 
Block Grant program by 
states beginning in the 
federal fiscal year 1982. 
States were given an option 
to administer the program 

and Congress mandated 
that activities continue to 
be directed toward three 
broad national objectives. 

First, the grant program 
is to benefit low and 
moderate income families. 
Second, it is to aid in the 
prevention or elimination of 
slums or blight and third, it 
is to meet other community 
development needs which 

have a particular urgency 
because existing conditions 
pose a serious and im 
mediate threat to the health 
and welfare of the com­
munity. 

In July, 1982, the Texas 
notified the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development of its 
decision to administer the 
program this year. The 

activities. 
A $12 registration fee 

will be collected, but other 
fees, such as tuition, bus 
and lunch fees also can be 
paid. 

Morales stressed that 
new students must bring 
last year's report cards to 
receive proper credit and 
class placement. 

Among some of the new 
activities at the school, to 
be detailed further in The 
Headlight's back-to-school 
editions this month, include 
the addition of bus service 
from Eagle Lake. Our Lady 
of Guadalupe parish pur­
chased the bus and witt 
operate it between Nada 
and Eagle Lake for the 
school. Two new computers 
have been located in the 
library. 

Morales said the school is 
accredited with the state. 

Texas Department of 
Community Affairs was 
designated as the lead 
agency for the development 
of the program design in 
Januai'y, and in July the 
new application and 
pnKedures manual was 
distributed to cities. 

There have been four 
major areas of funding 
designated. The 
Community Development 
Program covers projects 
relating to housing, public 
facilities, and pubhc service 
projects. It will Be funded 
once in 198;) with ap 
plication due in September. 
In the Houston Galveston 
area, of which Eagle Lake is 
a part, $2.1 million has been 

The Kconomic 
Development Program will 
be statewide competition 
for ' the $9.6 million 
allocated. It has been 
designed for projects which 
will result in either an in 
crease in new permanent 
employment within a com 
munity, retention of 
existing permanent em 
ployment. or an increase in 
the local tax base resulting 
in an increase in local 
revenues. This project will 
be funded quarterly. 

The final area of funding 
is that of Project Planning., 
$1 million has been' 
allocated statewide with 
quarterly funding. This 
fund has been established 

communilN devtln) •• t nl 
proje<-t fund '>r th«> 
economic 
pnrject fund. 

TTie funding p" 
(•(imp«'tition. i li in f 
•>ialewide or vMthiii lhi> 
rcifion. which tiikcs imo .n 
count need las outlmtil in 
the application and f<'lerai 
guidelines). cap.«''iiy ' to 
carry out the pn>jf<i, and 
how the need h.T ' ' 
dressed. Citi,-
\olvenient anl 
ticipation is a n M" 
any application 

Two projects \ 
city • has tundeil ihtiiugli" 
block grant funds h,(\c I" i-: 
the sewer extirismn «i 
Wpiit Main anil lliilit>,iril 

. ••- for 

allocalfdl ^^~ 
1 ^ Jobs Bill Program 

was designed to aid areas is 
which unemployment is the 
highest. It is to l̂ f funded 
once in 1983 and'$900,000 
has been allocated for the 
Houston Galveston area. 

"To Rftp 
.become more involved-'in 
the comm"unity economic 
deviplopmeht proce<«li(andis 
not for communities par 
ticipating in the Texas 
C-ommunity Development 
Program through either the 

t'ommumifp";—FTTTT—Hn.-»d. 
drainage and • • h-m-stTn-
rthabilit.ition pioj-. I iti ih" 
Westmoreland addiium.. 

The hearing will mldrf'ss 
in detail all as|nM ts of ih«> 
program with public par 
ticipation and iif':•- *« mr 
welcomed 

Steel shot seminar Aug. 11 in Altair 
— I r r a - Harh** awd Wildlifa—wminart ittll he from 7 In n-Hn.'.. ih.. miuU •,• i M' . .ui 

Pique your inferesf? 
These items, displayed by Mrs. Ada Cook, are 
some she might loan the new Prairie Edge 
Museum in Eagle Lake, if enough funds are raised 
to purchase the old Miller Ford dealership. With 
an eye toward reserving those material things 

from the city's past, many people have items they 
have indicated they might loan or give the 
museum. For details on these items, see 
accompanying story. 

Department officials hate 
announred that two 
semmars will be held to 
help acquaint waterfowl 
hunters with the use of 
nontoxic steel shotgun 
shells. 

The seminars will be held 
August 11 at the Blue 
Goose Hunting Club in 
Altair and August 12 at the 
Taylor High School meeting 
room "in Kaiy. Both 

10;30 p.m. 
The Altair and Katy 

areas of Southeast Texas 
are situated in a region in 
which the use of standard 
lead loaded shotshells will 
be prohibited for waterfowl 
hunting for the first time 
during the upcoming 
seasons. 

The use of steel rather 
than lead loaded shells is an 
effort by the department to 

fMnsonmg in »:!!• rfuwi 
which pick up ami :: . 
spent lead shot •It' • • 
by hunters. 

Both semu'ni- " .. !•• 
conducted by Tom Un '• i 
an independent li.illi^nis 
consultant He will pn«vidt' 
background'infoi ni ii ion on 
why the change is tii-i-di**! 
and offer tips (fn the effee , 
tive yse of steel * ' ' 
ficials said. 
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